192                           A BUDGET OF PARADOXES.
are, I believe, all the Minerva Press novels, as they were called, which show some of the power in question.   Perhaps dramatic talent found its best encouragement in the drama itself. But I cannot ascertain that any such power was directed at the multitude, whether educated or uneducated, with natural mixture of character, under the restraints of decorum, until the use of it by two religious writers of the school called "evangelical,"  Hannah  More and Rowland Hill.1*   The Village Dialogues, though not equal to the Repository Tracts, are in many parts an approach, and perhaps a copy; there is frequently humorous satire, in that most effective form, self-display.   They were published in 1800, and, partly at least, by the Religious Tract Society, the lineal successsor of the Repository association, though knowing nothing about its predecessor.    I think it right to add that Rowland Hill here mentioned is not the regenerator of the Post Office.1*   Some do not distinguish accurately; I have heard of more than one who took me to have had a logical controversy with a diplomatist who died some years before I was born.
THE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. A few years ago, an attempt was made by myself and others to collect some information about the Cheap Repository (see Notes and Queries, 3d Series, vi. 241, 290, 353; Christian Observer, Dec. 1864, pp. 944-49). It appeared that after the Religious Tract Society had existed more than fifty years, a friend presented it with a copy of the original prospectus of the Repository, a thing the existence of which was not known. In this prospectus it is announced that from the plan "will be carefully excluded whatever is enthusiastic, absurd, or superstitious." The "evangelical"
J*The famous preacher (1732-1808). He was the first chairman of the Religious Tract Society. He is also known as one of the earliest advocates of vaccination, in his Cow-pock Inoculation vindicated and recommended from matters of fact, 1806.
15 Sir Rowland Hill (1795-1879), the father of penny postage.